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show your Mcneese Pride Day 
Saturday, October 5          8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Volunteers are needed
Lunch will be provided by the Alumni Association

Sign up before 4:30 p.m. Thursday, October 3 @

www.mcneese.edu/events/form/mcneese_community_cares_day

Contact Sarah Hogan at 475-5502 or shogan@mcneese.edu. for more info.
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Web:  mcneesealumni.com
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Mcneese alumni association will be offering a new 

credit card this fall.  look for the email that will be asking alums to vote 

for the design of the new card. check your alumni e-newsletter this fall for 

more information.

2013 – 2014 alumni officers
These Alumni Association officers, 
along with board members, were 
installed during the annual spring 
crawfish boil.  

New Board Members: 
Chris Baggett (’85)
Chelsi Nabours Barfield (’04)
Christene Bourgeois (’83)
Danny Pundt (’79)
April Stalnaker Morton (’99)

President: Blake McCaskill (’87) 
Regional President 
MidSouth Bank

Vice President: Mike Wittler (’73)
Superintendent 
Gravity Drainage District Four

Treasurer: Mike Terranova (’76) 
Certified Public Accountant 
Terranova & Prejean CPAs

Secretary -  Nickie Vest (’95)    
Independent Consultant
The Pampered Chef

This public document was published at a total cost of $9,445.00. 30,500 copies of this public 
document were published in this first printing at a cost of $9,445.00  This document was published 
by McNeese State University to disseminate information about Alumni Association to current 
and future alumni. This document was published by Emprint/Moran Printing, Inc., 5425 Florida 
Boulevard, Baton Rouge, LA 70806. This material was printed in accordance with the standards 
for printing by state agencies established pursuant to R.S. 43:31 and printing of this material was 
purchased in accordance with the provisions of Title 43 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes. 



McNeese AluMNi AssociAtioN
mcneesealumni.com  Vol. 61 Issue 1-Fall 2013

page

3

Construction on the new 4,709 
square-foot Robert Noland Alumni 
Pavilion is underway in the Alumni 
Grove directly south of the Stream 
Alumni Center at McNeese State 
University. The project – which began 
in August - is the culmination of years 
of planning by the McNeese Alumni 
Association Board of Directors. 

“As the university continues to expand 
programs, events and community 
services, the need for a large outdoor 
facility became more apparent. Many 
large events are held outdoors and 
south Louisiana weather does not 
always cooperate. Many campus 
events are held in the Quad, but 
the community is unable to see 
these activities. Now the students 
of the Up ‘til Dawn program, which 
raises money for St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital, could hold events 
in the Grove and people would see 
the excellent community service work 
that our students are involved with 
on campus,” states Blake McCaskill, 
alumni president. 

Designed by Randy Goodloe, AIA, the 
construction is being funded primarily 
through the generosity of Lake Charles 
businessman Robert Noland (‘74). 
Additional funds were received from 
the McNeese Alumni Association, 

Construction on 

Robert Noland 
Alumni Pavilion 
Underway

the student Campus Development 
Committee and the PetroChem 
Athletic Booster organization. Future 
plans allow for converting the building 
into an enclosed multi-purpose facility, 
according to McCaskill.

The Robert Noland Alumni Pavilion 
will feature air-conditioned restrooms, 
concession area, storage room, TVs, 
audio/visual equipment, large ceiling 
fans and McNeese ironwork. The 
pavilion will be able to seat 270 people 
at 27 tables. John D. Myers (’78) and 
Associates is the contractor for this 
project and the expected completion 
date is summer 2014.  

“This project would not be possible if not 
for Robert Noland’s support. He has done 
so much for McNeese and continues 
to find ways to make a real difference 
in the lives of our students,” says Joyce 
Patterson, alumni affairs director. 

As a Kappa Sigma alumnus, Noland 
was instrumental in funding the new 
Kappa Sig house. He has generously 

supported McNeese athletics, including 
providing funding for the resurfacing 
of the football field, the renovation 
of Cowboy Stadium and support for 
McNeese cheerleaders and other 
athletic support groups. His support 
of McNeese also includes numerous 
academic scholarships and endowed 
funds for faculty development.

Noland currently serves as president 
and director of Bennett Oil Co. and 
president, chief executive officer and 
director of American Sulphur and 
Oil Co. of Louisiana, including the 
following subsidiary and affiliated 
companies: Powell Timber Co.; Land 
Management and Realty Services 
LLC; W.G. Ragley Lumber Co.; RN 
Entertainment Co.; and Timber Land 
Ranch LLC.

McNeese State University recognized 
his longstanding community service 
and leadership by presenting him with 
an honorary Doctorate of Humane 
Letters in 2011.  



Homecoming 
2013 Calendar

Cowboy
Strong!

Saturday, Oct. 12
Ladies Champagne Bingo
11 am, Burton Coliseum
This year’s theme is:
“Kicking It Up, Cowboy Style.”
Tickets must be purchased in advance.

Tuesday, Oct. 15
Past Alumni Presidents’ Reception
6 pm, invitation only 
McNeese President’s Home

Thursday, Oct. 17
Parade, Pep Rally, Fireworks
7 pm

Friday, Oct. 18
Golf Tournament.  
11 am shotgun start /Mallard Cove

Saturday, Oct. 19
Pre-game tailgate
4-6:30 pm / Alumni Center
Pumpkin patch is back with photo 
opportunities with Rowdy

7 pm       
Cowboys vs. Sam Houston 
Bearkats
Cowboy Stadium

Members of the 1963 McNeese football team will hold a 50-year reunion 
during Homecoming 2013. However, if you happen to see these guys on 
campus walking around in purple and gold jerseys, they are not colorblind. 

Purple and gold were McNeese’s colors 50 years ago when this team went 
8-0 to become the undefeated Gulf States conference champion – and 
McNeese’s first undefeated football team - and team members are wearing 
these throwback jerseys as part of their reunion celebration.

The team’s final game of the season - scheduled against the University 
of Southwestern Louisiana in Lafayette - was postponed due to the 
assassination of President John F. Kennedy. It was moved from Saturday to 
the Tuesday of Thanksgiving week and all campus classes were closed.  

The original colors of John McNeese Junior College were red and gold, 
according to the McNeese Archives. In 1943, the student body voted the 
school’s colors to be purple and gold. (McNeese was a part of the Louisiana 
State University system until 1950.) The colors were changed to blue and 
gold in 1972.

Returning members of the 1963 team will ride in the Homecoming parade 
on Thursday night, Oct. 17, as special guests of the Southwest District 
Livestock Show and Rodeo. On Friday, Oct. 18, there will be a round of 
golf at Pine Shadows that morning and a dinner in their honor hosted by 
McNeese President Dr. Philip Williams that evening at the Lake Charles 
Civic Center.

On Saturday, Oct. 19, they will meet at the Comfort Inn for breakfast.  

A social is scheduled for early Saturday afternoon and a pre-game tailgate 
party for  returning members and their spouses will follow. The team 
will sit together in the stadium Saturday night as the Cowboys play the 
Bearkats of Sam Houston State. The team will be recognized during the 
game.

For more information about the reunion, contact Sarah Hogan, director of 
university events, at shogan@mcneese.edu or 337-475-5502. page
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Campus tours for prospective McNeese students and their 

parents just got a little easier thanks to the purchase of a golf cart 

by the McNeese Alumni Association.

The decked-out blue and gold golf cart – driven by university 

recruiters and student tour guides for the Office of Admissions 

and Recruiting - saves time and keeps visitors from getting too 

hot, cold or tired from all that walking as they tour the campus.

“This is a great recruiting tool for us, as our peak visitation time 

is in the summer when the weather is either hot and sticky or 

rainy and muggy,” says Kara Smith, director of admissions and 

recruiting. “A personal tour with the cart makes the experience 

a pleasant one and the cart is also beneficial whenever we have 

older visitors on campus or anyone that may have difficulty in 

walking great distances.”  

She added that “the students love taking their photo with the 

golf cart.” 

Students touring the campus have told Smith that this service 

makes McNeese stand out as other universities in the state do not 

provide this service.

The Alumni Association also uses the cart in parades as a way 

of promoting McNeese and to shuttle guests to and from large 

campus events.

Campus Tours Go Mobile 

McNeese alumni can take 
advantage of two cruises 
offered by Oceania Cruises next 
summer. 
An intimate European 
Tapestry cruise sets sails on 
June 23, 2014, from Lisbon, 
Portugal, and includes stops 
to the cities of La Coruna and 
Bilbao in Spain, Bordeaux, 

France, and London, England. 
Prices for this nine-day cruise 
range from $2,499 - $5,799 per 
person for double occupancy 
and include free round-trip 
airfare from select cities. 
A crew of 400 will provide 
elegant and intimate service 
for the 684 guests on board.
A Baltic cruise - available 

for McNeese alumni and 
friends from seven Louisiana 
universities - departs Aug. 
13, 2014, from Copenhagen, 
Denmark. There will be stops 
in Berlin, Germany, Tallinn, 
Estonia, St. Petersburg, 
Russia, Helsinki, Finland, 
and Stockholm, Sweden. 
Prices range from $2,666 to 

$6,199 per person for double 
occupancy and include free 
round-trip airfare from select 
cities.  
For more information about 
these cruises, contact the 
McNeese Alumni Office at 337-
475-5232. Call early as there is 
limited cabin availability. 

  Cruises Set for Europe and Baltics

  Royal Caribbean Cruise to Bahamas 

Looking ahead for something to 
do for Spring Break 2014? Then 
plan now to join other McNeese 
alumni and friends on a cruise 
to Nassau and Coco Cay in the 
Bahamas by way of Key West, 
Florida. Enjoy the warm breezes 
and crystal clear waters aboard 

the Royal Caribbean’s Serenade 
of the Seas seven-day cruise 
that departs from New Orleans 
on April 19, 2014.
Louisiana residents can enjoy 
the following special rates: 
inside cabin - $700 per person 
double occupancy; ocean view 

-  $730 per person double 
occupancy; balcony - $920 
per person double occupancy. 
Prices are available upon 
request for triple and quad 
rates as well as rates for non-
Louisiana residents. There is a 
$500 per cabin deposit, which is 

refundable if you cancel before 
the final payment date of Feb. 3.
For additional information 
contact Tanya Miles (`80) at 
337-540-4476. So plan now to 
join us for this 75th McNeese 
anniversary cruise.

Mcneese aluMni travel oPPortunities
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Alumnus Reminisces About 
            1940s Campus 

Henry Doiron graduated from McNeese 

in 1946  and went on to graduate with 

a bachelor’s degree in business from 

Louisiana State University and served his 

country for the next 21 years until retiring 

from the U.S. Army as a lieutenant colonel.  

He has stayed busy during his retirement 

as a volunteer at the McNeese Library, 

the Southwest Louisiana Convention 

and Visitor’s Bureau, Calcasieu Parish 

Sheriff’s Department, Lake Charles Police 

Department and the Chamber Southwest 

Louisiana.  

Henry regularly attends McNeese 

events and is one of McNeese Alumni 

Association’s favorite Alumni Golden 

Scholars, having attended more Golden 

Scholar reunions than anyone else. 

Recently, Doiron has generously set up an 

annuity in which he named the McNeese 

Alumni Association as the beneficiary.

He is also a member of the Military Order 

of the Purple Heart, which among its many 

objectives is to honor all veterans at their 

funerals. He has attended nearly 2,000 

funerals for America’s veterans.

As one of McNeese’s earliest graduates, 

Henry can still remember what the 

McNeese campus was like back in the 

1940s. The following are a few of his 

reminiscences:

◊ The 1940s were dominated by World 

War II. Due to the draft, enrollment at 

McNeese dwindled to only 64 students 

one summer.  

◊ Wayne Cusic taught wrestling under 

the stage of Bulber Auditorium, where 

students would place mats on the 

floor so as not to hit their heads on the 

concrete floor.

◊ Margaret Wilson had students do radio 

shows downtown at the KPLC studio. 

Henry did the sound effects by closing 

doors and flopping on mattresses.

◊ Since Bulber Auditorium had no 

permanent seating, the school would 

hold basketball games, formal dances 

and graduation ceremonies there.

◊ When you left downtown to come to 

campus and passed Sallier Street, you 

were out of town and on a narrow dirt 

road surrounded by fields. Some locals 

called the school Lake Charles High South.

◊ The school colors were originally red and 

gold and then changed to purple and 

gold to reflect LSU.

◊ Some students set up bunks in the old 

arena so they would have a place to stay.

◊ Everything was rationed – gas, tires, 

coffee, sugar, nylons. “Nobody had any 

money so it didn’t matter. We had no 

roaches in the house, because there 

were no crumbs left.”

◊ There was a social room in one of the 

wings of Kaufman Hall where students 

would gather for cold drinks, music and 

dance. “Micky Swan would dance to 

every song except one – ‘Don’t Fence Me 

In’ - so naturally, every nickel that we put 

in the juke box would play that song.”

While in the Army, Henry was stationed in 

Korea twice, Japan, France, Germany and 

all around the U.S. Since he was in Japan 

when the Korean War started, he was with 

the first unit sent into Korea. While there 

he was shot. When asked how it happened, 

Henry says, “I was trying to shoot him and 

he was trying to shoot me.” 

The Korean was killed but not before he 

got off a shot that went through Henry’s 

hand and tore his weapon apart. Because 

of the sound and flying parts of his weapon, 

Henry first thought that he had been shot 

in the face. The bullet made a knick in his 

class ring and even today he thinks that 

might have saved his life. He continues to 

wear his ring with pride.   

Although Henry doesn’t mind sharing his 

memories of the early McNeese years, 

he is much more excited about looking 

ahead to the plans for McNeese’s 75th 

anniversary in 2014.  You can see Henry 

on the 75th anniversary video featured 

on the front page of the McNeese Alumni 

website at www.McNeeseAlumni.com. 

Henry Doiron
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The spotlight will fall on McNeese 
State University’s successful 
undergraduate research program 
at this fall’s national meeting of 
the Council for Undergraduate 
Research (CUR) in Raleigh, N.C. 
Dr. William Dees, professor of 
biological science, and Janet 
Woolman (’01), executive director 
of Research and Sponsored 
Programs, have been invited to 
make a presentation about the 
program established in 2005. Over 
650 colleges and universities and 
nearly 10,000 individuals hold 
membership in CUR. 

The McNeese Undergraduate 
Research (UR) program has 

successfully evolved from a single, 
small event, where a handful of 
undergraduate students from the 
College of Science presented their 
research, into today’s competitive 
two-day symposium that involves 
all disciplines across campus. 
The top students advance to 
the statewide annual Academic 
Summit hosted by the University 
of Louisiana System.

The McNeese Alumni Association 
Undergraduate Scholar and 
Research Symposium engages 
students in all six McNeese 
colleges, according to Joyce 
Patterson, alumni affairs 
director. “Participants in the 

program have found discipline-
related employment, built their 
portfolios for application to 
professional schools, enhanced 
their professional communication 
skills and self-confidence, and 
ultimately, have become more 
engaged with their selected 
disciplines.”  

“Undergraduate research is 
truly a collaborative effort,” says 
Woolman. “McNeese’s Provost 
and Vice President for Academic 
and Student Affairs, Dr. Jeanne 
Daboval, first came up with the 
idea in 2004 and the Alumni 
Association agreed to fund this 
project and continues to do 

so. Our faculty committed to 
mentoring students working on 
research and scholarly activities 
and our students were interested 
in undertaking an inquiry or 
investigation that would make an 
original intellectual or creative 
contribution to their discipline. 
Together, we have grown the 
Undergraduate Research program 
into one that is nationally 
recognized for its success.”  Future 
strategies for growth include 
a performing and visual arts 
component, possible transcript 
designations and UR work-study 
opportunities. 

Undergraduate Research Program Garners National Attention
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McNeese State University 
turns 75 in 2014 and 
numerous events are being 
planned for this yearlong 
celebration.
 
We don’t want our alumni 
to miss a thing. Please 
update your email address 
by sending your name and 
email address to alumni@
mcneese.edu. We will 
keep you informed about 
upcoming 75th anniversary 
activities, stories and people 
through our monthly 
e-newsletter.

Donor Clubs
  Active Member         Less than $50
  Golden Alumni          $50 to $99.99
  Sapphire Alumni       $100 to $249.99
  Diamond Alumni       $250 and Above

For list of donor club benefits, visit www.mcneesealumni.com/donorlevels
 
Please accept my/our gift to the 2013-2014 Alumni Annual Fund of $_____________________
 
I/we would like to make my/our gift in the form of:

  Check (please make check payable to the McNeese Alumni Association)
  Credit Card (Visa/Mastercard)

Name on Card _______________________________________________________________________________________
Card Number _______________________________________________________________________________________
Expiration Date _____________________________________________________CSV Code ____________________
Billing Address (if different from your home mailing address) ____________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Donations can also be made online at www.mcneesealumni.com/annualfund

Mcneese state university alumni association 
annual Fund 2013-2014

McNeese AluMNi AssociAtioN
mcneesealumni.com  Vol. 61 Issue 1-Fall 2013
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“Do something you love and you 
will never work a day in your life.” 
But what if you don’t know what it 
is that you love to do?  

As a student at McNeese State 
University, all Lorna Albers knew 
in 1991 was that she needed to 
graduate, and, to do so quickly, she 
would need to change her major 
from dietetics to something else. 
But what?

Her faculty adviser, Dr. Barbara 
Coatney, suggested that Lorna 
pursue a degree in vocational 
family and consumer sciences so 
that she could graduate earlier and 
start a career in teaching.  

“I was not thinking about being a 
teacher,” said Lorna. “I just wanted 
to finish school. I never would 
have dreamed about becoming a 
teacher.” Apparently, Coatney had 
seen something in Lorna that she 
herself was unaware of at the time.  

She graduated in 1992 with a 
bachelor’s degree in vocational 
home economics and in 2001 with 
a master’s degree in counseling 
and guidance.

Lorna began her teaching career 
at Sulphur High School and soon 
discovered that “it just fit” and 
has enjoyed teaching every day 
since then.

“I just knew that Lorna would care 
about her students and would 
always strive to excel, which she 
has done,” says Coatney.  

Lorna – who taught at Sulphur 
High for 10 years - brought back 
the Food Service program and 
initiated the ProStart Program, 
which is nationally affiliated 
with the National Restaurant 
Association Educational 
Foundation. She left Sulphur 
to teach at Sowela Technical 
Community College for almost 
two years, and in 2004, she moved 

over to the Calcasieu Parish School 
System’s College Street Vocational 
Center, where she established a 
culinary program.

Her teaching skills caught the 
attention of some members of 
the French Consulate who were 
visiting Louisiana schools in search 
of two teachers who would be 
chosen to participate in a culinary 
exchange program. She was soon 
packing her bags and headed for a 
two-week stay in Rennes, located 
in the Brittany Region of France. 
The culinary school, called a Lycee, 
is a three-year school with each 
summer spent in an internship at a 
different location.

 This December, a French culinary 
instructor will spend a week with 
Lorna in Lake Charles, and then in 
April, 24 French culinary students 
will come stateside for two weeks. 
Lorna said the first week will 
include attending and cooking at 

the Semaine Francais d’Arnaudville 
Festival in Arnaudville, while the 
following week will be spent here 
in Lake Charles. “This exchange 
program helps to offer cultural and 
educational opportunities for the 
two countries,” she said.

“I never imagined that teaching 
could be so rewarding and that 
I would enjoy every day with my 
students. Thanks to Dr. Coatney’s 
encouragement and mentorship, 
I have a career that I truly love,” 
stated Albers.   

Sometimes Success Needs A Helping Hand

TITLE EVENT – HOMECOMING WEEK

Christus st. Patrick hospital
TITLE EVENT – ALUMNI CRAWFISH BOIL

Capital One Bank
COrPOrAtE

Coyote Blues Fresh Mexican Grill
First Federal Bank of Louisiana

JD Bank
Lake Charles Coca-Cola

Lake Charles Rubber and Gasket Co., LLC

Lake Charles Toyota
L’Auberge Casino Resort Lake Charles

Meyer & Associates
Raising Cane’s

Southside Machine Works, Inc.

AssOCiAtE

Advanced MRI
Gordon’s Drugs and Fine Gifts
McElroy, Quirk, & Burch CPA’s

MidSouth Bank

Sabine Pools, Spas, and Furniture
Sanders Pediatric Dentistry

Scalisi, Myers, & White (APC)
Terranova & Prejean, CPA’s

THANK YOU 2013-2014 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION SPONSORS
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McNeese has received a lot of national attention lately and I 
cannot think of a better way to launch our 2014 yearlong 75th 
anniversary celebration!

U.S. News & World Report 2014 Best Colleges ranked McNeese 
as one of the top Louisiana regional public universities in the 
South and the engineering programs were ranked among the 
best-accredited undergraduate programs in the country.

Adam Johnson, a 1996 graduate of the Master of Fine Arts in 
creative writing program, won the 2013 Pulitzer Prize for fiction 
with his novel, The Orphan Master’s Son, set in North Korea. Adam 
studied under former McNeese MFA professor Robert Olen 
Butler who won the 1993 Pulitzer Prize for fiction while teaching 
at McNeese.

The 2013 Poets & Writers magazine moved the McNeese MFA 
program up to No. 22 in the nation for their 2014 MFA index. It 
has been nationally ranked among 25 programs in the nation for 
two consecutive years.

McNeese is recognized as one of the top public institutions for offering 
affordable tuition and high average salary earnings for its graduates. 

The College of Business is among the 5 percent of the world’s 
accredited business programs.

The 15th McNeese faculty member has received a Fulbright Award 
to teach or conduct research at a university on another continent.

A visual arts major won the University’s first national student 
Addy Award presented by the American Advertising Federation 
and the prestigious Rising Star Student Award presented by the 
Lake Charles chapter of the AAF.

For more than a decade, McNeese students have received 
summer medical research internships at the Uniformed Services 
University of the Health Sciences in Bethesda, Md. 

McNeese is the only university in the University of Louisiana 
System to have a model chemical plant to train future engineers 
and current area industry employees.

Over the last 10 years, McNeese graduates have had an 
acceptance rate into U.S. medical schools almost double that of 
the national percentage rate.

And, on August 31, 2013, in Raymond James Stadium, home of 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, the McNeese Cowboys recorded 
the University’s first ever win over an automatic qualifying Bowl 
Championship Subdivision (BCS) team with a 53-21 win over 
South Florida. That is the most points ever scored by a Football 
Championship Subdivision (FCS) team over a BCS school in 
college football history!

The campus is undergoing a transformation as well. Since April, 
we have opened a new state-of-the-art residence hall, a three-
story student parking garage and the Southwest Louisiana 
Entrepreneurial and Economic Development Center. The SEED 
Center is home to the University’s Innovation Lab and student 

business and idea incubator. McNeese is one of two universities 
in the nation to offer courses in the Innovation Engineering 
Management System that teaches students in all majors how to 
be flexible and adapt to changing business environments.

We are growing our community partnerships by formalizing 
agreements with Sowela Technical Community College to provide 
courses and space in residential halls and with Fort Polk to allow 
McNeese to provide academic degree programs and educational 
services to active duty service members, their families and 
civilians employed at Fort Polk.

What can alumni look forward to during the anniversary year?

McNeese radio station KBYS will begin on-air programming in 
spring 2014 as well as streaming McNeese news on the Internet.

Work will continue to transform Chozen Hall, the former 
residence hall located at the corner of Ryan and McNeese streets, 
into a “one stop shop” for incoming freshmen that will house 
offices related to admissions and recruiting.

We will demolish the vacant married student resident complex 
located adjacent to the Jack V. Doland Field House, and on that 
site, we plan to build a new Health and Human Performance 
Complex. This facility would house the health, kinesiology and 
athletic training programs and hopefully a future physical therapy 
program. It will also have a multi-purpose arena type facility 
suitable for Banners performances and basketball and volleyball 
games.

“Celebrating the Past--Pioneering the Future” is the theme for 
the 75th anniversary that begins in January and there are many 
reasons to be positive about the future. A capital campaign to 
increase the McNeese Foundation assets, build the Health and 
Human Performance Complex and improve Contraband Bayou is 
also underway. 

Our capital campaign goals are impressive but attainable with 
your support. You are the foundation for making McNeese the 
strong, resilient, university that it is today. I invite you to be a 
part of the 75th anniversary celebration and to continue being 
champions for McNeese.

McNeese In National Spotlight
 From PhIlIP WIllIams - mcNeese state uNIVersIty PresIdeNt
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McNeese’s Master of Fine Arts program in creative 
writing has just been ranked No. 22 in the nation by the 
2013 Poets & Writers magazine. This program has produced 
successful writers and poets during its 32 years and one of its 
own - Adam Johnson (’96) – recently won the 2013 Pulitzer 
Prize for fiction.

Johnson’s award-winning novel, The Orphan Master’s Son, 
is set in North Korea and follows the extraordinary life of a 
North Korean orphan. The Pulitzer committee cited Johnson’s 
book as an “exquisitely crafted novel that carries the reader 
on an adventuresome journey into the depths of totalitarian 
North Korea and into the most intimate spaces of the human 
heart.”

During a telephone interview, Johnson said he picked 
up a book by Kang Chol-hwan—The Aquariums of Pyongyang 
- a story about Kang’s years in a North Korean gulag, how 
he survived and the insight he provided about life in North 
Korea through his book. “The more I read the more I became 
intrigued with this country,” said Adam. 

He spent several years conducting research for his book – 
his third novel - reading everything he could about the country 
in books, on the Internet and finally by traveling to North 
Korea in 2007 to get a glimpse first hand of this closed society. 

“Research is the key to good work and accuracy,” Adam 
stated. He cited one of his works, Hurricanes Anonymous, which 
was included in the Best of American Short Stories 2009 series 
that he wrote about Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and its effects 
on his character, a UPS driver. 

“I interviewed Calcasieu Parish Sheriff Tony Mancuso, 
Zeb Johnson, chief investigator in the Calcasieu Parish 
Coroner’s Office, and many other officials. I wanted to know 
first-hand what happened here in Southwest Louisiana,” 
explained Johnson. 

He is proud of his novel and is appreciative that his six 
years of hard work were recognized. Since receiving the 
Pulitzer in April, he has done hundreds of interviews similar to 
this one. “Winning the Pulitzer Prize has been a lot to process,” 
he said, “but in a good way.” 

Adam enjoyed the time he spent in Southwest Louisiana 
and at McNeese. 

Johnson, who is an associate professor of English at 
Stanford University, decided to enroll in the McNeese MFA 
program because of another Pulitzer Prize-winning author 
and former MFA professor Robert Olen Butler. “I knew of 
Robert and his work and I wanted to study with him,” said 
Johnson. He rattled off Butler’s works including A Good Scent 
from a Strange Mountain, a collection of short stories which 
won Butler the 1993 Pulitzer Prize for fiction while he was at 
McNeese.

“He specialized in capturing the voices of others. In his 
book, he used ‘first person’ to tell the stories of the Vietnamese 
people. This was a very bold human act that captured empathy 
for his characters. I wanted to do the same things.”

When Butler heard about Johnson’s award, he praised 
his former student. “I know of no American writer who is 
more deserving of the Pulitzer Prize than Adam Johnson. His 
innate brilliance was clear to me from the moment I read his 
application to McNeese. But brilliance alone does not make a 
great writer. He also had a remarkable work ethic, a ravenous 
engagement with life experience and an ever-deepening 
wisdom about the human condition,” said Butler. “I am proud 
of Adam. And I am proud of the McNeese creative writing 
program, which remains one of the finest in the country.”

Adam said another inspiring professor at McNeese was 
Dr. John Wood, founder and former director of the MFA 
program for 25 years. “John was filled with passion—passion 
for photography, English, poetry—he was indeed a rare figure 
and instilled in me a passion for lifelong learning.”

Johnson said the McNeese MFA program had rigorous 
courses that engaged the students. “The program had and 
continues to have high standards.”

What’s next? Adam said his plan is to “get back to work 
and focus on his next project.” “I have an idea and I’m sure it 
will fall into place. But I’m not ready to share yet. I try to write 
every day.”

When asked what book he currently is reading, he says 
a new release by Neal Connelly, one of his McNeese MFA 
colleagues, titled The Midlife Crisis of Commander Invincible.

“At McNeese, it was a joy to work with my peers and many 
of us have remained good friends. We’ve always supported one 
another’s work,” he said.

mFa alumnus Wins 
Pulitzer Prize for Fiction

I know of no American 
writer who is more 
deserving of the 
Pulitzer Prize than 
Adam Johnson.

Robert Olen Butler
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Michael Shewmaker, a 2010 graduate of McNeese’s MFA program, received a 2013 
Wallace Stegner Fellowship in Poetry from Stanford University. Only 10 two-year 
creative writing fellowships are awarded each year, five in fiction and five in poetry. 
Over 1,700 writers applied.

Concerning his time at McNeese, Michael said, “For the first time in my life, I was 
surrounded by people who cared as much about writing as I did. The writers in the 
MFA program were talented artists and—as if that wasn’t enough—extraordinary 
human beings. Many of my closest friends I met while studying in the creative writing 
program at McNeese…Being in such an environment helped me to grow as an artist 
and as a person.” 

Amy Fleury, (‘97) associate professor of English and director of the McNeese MFA 
program, has released a new collection of poetry titled, Sympathetic Magic, published by the 
Southern Illinois University Press. Fleury is a recipient of the Nadya Aisenberg Fellowship 
from the MacDowell Colony and a Kansas Arts Commission fellowship in poetry. 

About Fluery, Julie Kane, Louisiana Poet Laureate, says, “It has been a long time since 
a book moved me as deeply as this one. These are not just beautifully wrought poems; 
this is one of those rare works that can renew the weary human soul.”

Neil Connelly (‘96) has released his fourth novel - The Midlife Crisis of Commander 
Invincible – through the Louisiana State University Press. Neil is the former 
MFA director at McNeese. He currently is an assistant professor of English at 
Shippensburg University in Pennsylvania.

“My time at McNeese was amazing. I met a host of talented authors like Ron 
Carlson, Tim Gautreaux, ZZ Packer, Michael Knight and Antonya Nelson,” says 
Connelly. “Running the graduate fiction workshop was singularly gratifying.  Every 
day, I had a chance to work with exceptional emerging writers, and seeing them 
grapple with their own work, being a midwife of sorts to short stories and novels, was 
a delightful thrill.”

Morri Creech (‘98) released his third collection of poems, The Sleep of Reason, in 
March 2013. Morri is currently an assistant professor of English and writer-in-
residence at Queens University of Charlotte, N.C. He has won a number of awards 
for his poetry, including a National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship, the Anthony 
Hecht Poetry Prize, the Stan and Tom Wick Poetry Prize and a Ruth Lilly Fellowship 
from the Modern Poetry Foundation.

MFa ProGraM
ProDuces creative talent
The McNeese Master of Fine Arts program in creative writing - 
established in 1981 - is ranked No. 22 in the nation by Poets  & 
Writers magazine.

Radio Station to 
Be Launched in 

Spring 2014
McNeese is launching a radio station 

in 2014 - KBYS 88.3 FM. The non-profit 
radio station, supported by volunteers 
from McNeese and the community, will 
be located in a building on the west side of 
Ryan Street across from the main campus. 

The format will broadcast several 
music genres, special hosted shows, 
information about McNeese cultural 
events, news and announcements 
related to weather and road conditions. 
Plans also include streaming the audio 
on the Internet for alumni and friends 
outside the Lake Charles broadcast area.

The Banners Cultural Season brings nationally 
and internationally known artists and 
sculptors, musicians, authors and lecturers, 
and exhibits to Southwest Louisiana during 
the spring for Lake Area residents to enjoy.

This year, families can see the Kenya Safari 
Acrobats, enjoy the popular music of the Hit 
Men, relax to the classical performance of 
Ethel and Robert Mirabal and experience 
a magical evening of DiNO Light – a glow 
in the dark adventure. And these are only 
a few of the wide-ranging cultural events 
being brought to the area by Banners at 
McNeese State University.

“The Banners at McNeese program is 
actually four-dimensional,” explains Patricia 
Prudhomme, Banners director. “In addition 
to the Cultural Season, we have Banners 
Engages, which provides educational 
programming for our area through live arts 
and cultural performances, Banner Presents, 
which provides one time opportunities to 
see unique performances in our community, 
and Banners Collaborates, which creates 
alliances by the planning and presentation 
of cultural programs in partnership with 
other organizations for the enjoyment of 
our community.”   

During the 2013 season, more than 13,000 
students at 73 area schools enjoyed live 
performances as part of the Banners Engages 
component. Maudell Hebert, school counselor 
at Reynaud Middle School, said that the 
Banners educational outreach program “has 
inspired a new appreciation for the fine arts in 
our students.”

More information on the 2014 Banners 
season is available on the website at www.
banners.org or by calling the Banners office at 
337-475-5123.

Banners Cultural Season

McNeese AluMNi AssociAtioN
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The McNeese Black Alumni Chapter has 
awarded scholarships to three area high school 
students who plan on majoring in nursing at 
McNeese. On hand for the presentations are, 
from left: Blanche Pete (’74), outgoing president; 
Sam Houston student Destenie Mayo, $1,000 
scholarship; Sulphur student Meagan Guillory, 
$1,000 scholarship; Melonie Wallace (`06), vice 
president; Sulphur student Aaliyah Mitchell, $250 
scholarship; and Hattie Ashton (’77), president.

The McNeese Alumni Association donated 
$35,000 to establish additional endowed 
scholarships through the McNeese Foundation. 
The total amount of alumni scholarship 
donations now exceeds $500,000. Blake 
McCaskill (’87), center, alumni association 
president, presents the donation to McNeese 
President Dr. Philip C. Williams, left, and Richard 
H. Reid (’87), vice president for university 
advancement and executive vice president for 
the foundation.

The McNeese Houston Alumni Chapter presented 
a $750 scholarship to Anna Camille Salvador, a 
nutrition major from Clear Lake High School. On 
hand for the presentation are, from left, Blake 
Wilkerson (’96), Salvador and Andrea Miller (’94). 

The Houston Alumni Chapter also presented a 
$750 scholarship to Karleigh Guiterrez, a general 
studies major from Friendswood, Texas. On hand 
for the presentation are, from left, Wilkerson, 
Guiterrez and Miller. 

If you would like to join the Houston Chapter 
contact the alumni office at sclark@mcneese.edu.

Alumni Chapters Make Scholarship Presentations
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What led you to McNeese?

I had the pleasure of working for Dr. 
Philip Williams at the University of 
Montevallo, where I served as an 
assistant in the President’s Office under 
the leadership of three presidents and 
one interim president. After Dr. Williams 
arrived at McNeese, I learned that the 
position of executive assistant to the 
president was vacant.  I knew that I 
enjoyed working for Dr. Williams and 
respected his vision for higher education 
but frankly I didn’t know anything about 
McNeese.  So, I drove to Lake Charles to 
check it out.  

I stopped by the Enrollment Information 
Office and asked for a campus tour.  I 
made a point of not telling anyone where 
I was from or that I was interested in 
a position. The staff just thought I was 
a prospective student, interested in 
graduate coursework. I was impressed 
with how friendly everyone was and I 
remember my tour guide, Braylon Harris, 
telling me that people in Southwest 
Louisiana have an enthusiastic attitude 
and willingness to do what it takes to get 
things accomplished.  He also described 
a common sense approach to life, for 
instance, the town west of the lake is 
called Westlake and if you want to head 
to the Lake just take Lakeshore Drive.  
Life here is simple, yet full of activities 
ranging from cultural to educational to 
sports.  I was impressed with the number 
of resources for students including the 
New and Old Ranch, labs and the Rec 
Complex for intramurals.  I could tell that 
McNeese put students first and that I 
would fit in.  I made one more trip to Lake 
Charles to focus on the community itself, 
and everywhere I went I was greeted with 
a warm and welcoming attitude, and so I 
decided to apply for the job.

What are some of the most rewarding 
parts of your job?

This type of job requires a lot of hours 
and commitment - working many nights 
and weekends in addition to the regular 
workday – and I always say that I survive 
the demanding nature of the job because 
I love it.  This position allows me to be 
creative and collaborate with students, 
faculty, staff, donors and the community-
building relationships and resources that 
enhance the success of McNeese.  I love 
that students come first at McNeese 
and that all of our initiatives are focused 
on student success; it provides a sense 
of energy to the campus. McNeese has 
become my extended family in the last 
three years and I am proud that I have 
been accepted as a Cowgirl.  With my 
family being over 500 miles away, I am 
blessed to be a part of a community that 
has such great people.  

What are some of the challenges?

Most of the challenges I face are due to 
funding and resources.  The University 
Events Office was created about two 
years ago following the reorganization 
due to state budget cuts, retirements 
and streamlining administrative 
services.  The need for an events office 
was evident to better serve the campus 
and the community.  I was surprised to 
learn of what limited resources were 
available, including sound systems, 
microphones, tablecloths, laptops, 
printers and other equipment needed 
to host events.  The University Events 
Office has no operating funds, strictly 
managing with creativity, student 
assistants and the gracious support of 
the President’s Office, the McNeese 
Foundation and the Alumni Association.  

One of my goals is to compile an 
inventory of campus resources to assist 
all departments and organizations with 
event supplies with my office being 
responsible for the care of the items.  I 
also hope to create a comprehensive 
master calendar for the University that 
would be maintained online to increase 

awareness of events on campus.  I am 
pleased at what we have been able to 
accomplish with limited resources and 
manpower.  I am optimistic that all of 
our goals will be attained with campus-
wide collaboration and support.

Do you find that what you are doing 
helps to connect McNeese with the 
community?

Definitely.  I am always amazed to see 
the number of events that Southwest 
Louisiana offers, and once you add 
our university programs then you 
have a very dynamic community.  
Our venues on campus along with 
our faculty and student talent only 
enrich these events.  McNeese is at 
the heart of the Southwest Louisiana 
community. Our programs provide 
cultural and educational opportunities 
for the community and McNeese 
is always happy to assist in various 
community interests and initiatives.  
In my experience, time and time again, 
I see the overwhelming support of the 
community for the University and vice 
versa.

How would you describe your 
experience at McNeese thus far?

I would have to agree with what 
Braylon told me when I visited campus 
for the first time:  McNeese students, 
employees and supporters have an 
enthusiastic attitude and willingness 
to serve their University. Even though 
we continue to face trying budget 
times and hiring freezes, employees 
are willing to step-up and increase 
workloads to ensure that McNeese 
and its students are successful.  It truly 
does feel like a family; we take pride in 
one another and in our University.  It 
simply became my passion to make sure 
everyone I come in contact with knows 
what a special place this is and the 
greatness that is to come as we all work 
together to move McNeese forward.

McNeese - A Place to call Home
Many of you may have already met Sarah Hogan.  As executive assistant to the president and 
director of university events, she seems to be everywhere you look.  With these two jobs she 
has the opportunity to give a unique view of the University.
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“It is rare to have one candidate pull head and shoulders away from all applicants so 
early in the search process,” McNeese President Dr. Philip Williams said. “Bruce is a 
unique find and meets every criteria that we were seeking in an athletics director.

The Sulphur, La., native has more than two decades of experience in athletics 
program management at several Division I universities including the University of 
North Carolina and the University of Wyoming. 

While earning his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Louisiana State University, 
he was a three-year football letterman and won All-Academic Southeast Conference 
honors at wide receiver. 

“I have been fortunate to have great mentors including Coach Charlie McClendon, 
Jerry Stoval, Dick Sheridan, Jim Valvano, Mack Brown, Lee Moon, Carl Torbush and 
many others, who have taught me the importance of listening, communicating and 
bringing people together,” Hemphill said.

Williams gave the search committee 10 equally weighted, factors to consider in 
evaluating applicants. He emphasized an understanding of NCAA compliance 
rules, the importance of academics, developing strong relationships with the non-
student athletes and the Student Government Association, increasing revenue for 
the athletics department through private donations, corporate sponsorships and 
marketing initiatives, experience with budgets, multi-sports scheduling and personnel 
management. “Our major goal for the program is to capture the Commissioner’s Cup 
which recognizes the top overall athletics program in the Southland Conference,” 
Williams said.

McNeese Associate Athletics Director and Compliance Coordinator Bridget 
Martin served as interim athletics director and chaired the search process. “More 
than 35 candidates applied for the position but Bruce’s years of experience in 
collegiate athletics administration positioned him as the frontrunner in the search 
process,” she said.

Hemphill credits each of the previous athletics directors with fostering success and 
building a strong foundation. “Improvements to the facilities, leading the conference 
in student-athletes on the Commissioner’s Academic Honor Roll, being the only 
Division I university in the state to have all sports meet or exceed the required 
NCAA academic progress rate and numerous conference championships and post-
conference appearances are all signs of a strong, growing, athletic program,” he said.

Hemphill knows a lot about McNeese athletics and traditions from attending football 
and basketball games while growing up in Southwest Louisiana, and when he left the 
state, he kept up with McNeese through his family.

“From day one I am going to listen, learn and lead,” he said. “Very soon people around 
this state will say ‘McNeese has IT!’ We will win in the classroom and on the playing 
fields. We will become self-sufficient and surround our student-athletes with the 
coaches, facilities and resources they need to be successful students, athletes and 
graduates,” Hemphill said. 

He recognizes that reaching these goals will take the combined efforts of alumni, 
community members and McNeese students, faculty and staff.

“There is an old saying that you will always fight harder for your home than you 
will for a friend’s home. This is my home. This is your home. I encourage you to get 
involved with the University. Visit the campus, come to games, buy season tickets, 
join the booster clubs, become a donor. McNeese is our University!”

The search committee included Martin, McNeese coaches Matt Viator, Brooks 
Donald Williams and Dave Simmons, student-athlete Kim Kennedy, Dr. Michael 
Snowden, McNeese chief diversity officer, Dr. Michael Soileau, McNeese faculty 
member and chair of the McNeese Athletics Advisory Committee and community 
representatives Willie Landry Mount and Harry Hank.

Hemphill Named Athletics Director
Bruce Hemphill, former associate athletics director at the University of Wyoming and 
assistant to the athletics director at the University of North Carolina, has been selected as 
the ninth McNeese State University athletics director. Hemphill succeeds Tommy McClelland 
who resigned in July to accept the athletics director position at Louisiana Tech University.
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Dr. Timothy A. 
DeRouen (’67) has 
been named the 
2013 Distinguished 
Alumnus of 
the year by the 
McNeese Alumni 
Association. This 
award recognizes 
McNeese 
graduates who 

have distinguished themselves in 
their chosen field of endeavor on a 
national or international level and is the 
highest award presented by the Alumni 
Association.  

Tim earned his bachelor’s degree in 
mathematical statistics from McNeese 
and then completed his master’s and 
doctorate degrees in statistics from 
Virginia Tech University. He taught at 
the University of Tennessee and Tulane 
University prior to joining the faculty 
at the University of Washington in 
Seattle, where he retired after a stellar 
35-year career in higher education and 
international research. At UW he held 
positions as interim dean for the School of 
Dentistry, director of the training program 
in oral epidemiology and biostatistics, 
director of the Summer Institute on 
Clinical Dental Research Methods, 
director of the Comprehensive Center for 
Oral Health Research and associate dean 
for research.

In the summer of 2012, the Crown 
Prince of Thailand presented DeRouen 
with an honorary Doctorate of Dental 
Science degree from Thammasat 
University in Bangkok in recognition 
of his development of an international 
training program in oral health. 

“I was honored to receive this recognition, 
but I am also very honored to receive the 
Distinguished Alumnus Award from my 
alma mater. The professors at McNeese 
and my time there prepared me for the 
next part of my career and I enjoyed 
coming back home for the event and being 
surrounded by friends and family,” says 
DeRouen.  

During his career, Tim has served as 
principal investigator for over $47 million 
in research grants. He conducted the 
Casa Pia Study of the Health Effects of 
Dental Amalgams in Children and the 
results were published in the Journal 
of the American Medical Association.  
DeRouen tracked neurological 
development over seven years in 
507 children, ages 8 to 10, in Lisbon, 
Portugal, to determine if mercury fillings 
had any neurological effects.

He is proudest of his work that led to 
the founding of the Summer Institute 
in Clinical Dental Research Methods at 
UW, which emphasizes ethics as well 
as research methods. The Institute has 
trained over 500 dental researchers 
worldwide.

DeRouen is currently serving as 
president-elect of the American 
Association for Dental Research, which 
has 4,000 members, and will assume the 
presidency in 2014. He has also served 
on the editorial board of the Journal of 
Dental Research.  

Dr. John Stubblefield (’62), a Lake 
Charles 
dermatologist, 
has been 
named 
the 2013 
Distinguished 
Service Award 
recipient in 
recognition 
of his long-

standing service to the University and 
the Alumni Association.  

After serving as president of the 
Calcasieu Parish Medical Society 
(CPMS), John accepted the challenge of 
creating a free clinic to serve the low-
income, working uninsured of this area. 
“There are single mothers, employees 
in transition, students and part-time 
employees who fall between the cracks. 
They can’t afford insurance but don’t 
qualify for federal assistance either,” 
states Stubblefield. 

The CPMS, Junior League of Lake 
Charles and McNeese State University 
worked together to establish the 
Calcasieu Community Clinic on the 
McNeese campus – the only community 
clinic located on a Louisiana university 
campus. Students, faculty and staff 
participate in delivering preventative 
health care and treatment of existing 
health issues.  

“With the support of local health care 
professionals, the clinic now offers 
physician screenings, mammograms, 
a dental program, lab tests, an obesity 
program, a pharmacy, diabetic clinic, 
weight management program, 
orthopaedic services and eye clinic – 
some services are on-site and others 
are delivered at local physicians offices, 
following a screening at the clinic,” 
explains Stubblefield.

John has been a member of the 
McNeese Cowboy Club, past president 
of the McNeese Quarterback Club, 
former board member of the Alumni 
Association, an Inner Circle member 
of the McNeese Foundation, season 
ticket holder of Banners and a Diamond 
donor of the Alumni Association. He 
has presented classes in dermatology 
to McNeese nursing students and 
has proctored McNeese students 
through his practice. He is often seen 
volunteering at numerous McNeese 
alumni events. 

A former recipient of the Della 
Krause Theilen Voluntarism Award 
and the Chamber/Southwest Louisiana 
Civic Service Award, John says, 
“It just feels natural to give back 
to the university that gave me my 
start, provided some of my fondest 
memories and continues to shape the 
lives and futures of young adults.” 

aluMni association Presents 
PrestiGious awarDs the Mcneese alumni association 

announces the recipients of the 

Distinguished alumnus award 

and the alumni Distinguished 

service award for 2013.
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Last Chance - 
Invitation Expires October 31st
Through an affinity partnership, all members of the Alumni Association 

are eligible to join the Lake Charles Country Club with a 50 percent 

reduction in the initiation fee for the membership level of their choice.   

A portion of the initiation fee will be donated back to the Alumni 

Association.

This offer is only valid from Feb. 1-Oct. 31, 2013. For more information, 

contact  Ann O’Reilly, Lake Charles Country Club membership director , 

at 477-5511 (office) or at  489-0609 (cell phone) or by email at aoreilly@

lakecharlescountryclub.com, www.lakecharlescc.net or go online to: 

www.mcneesealumni.com/lccc
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Lake Charles, LA 70609
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Harris Directory
Available

McNeese grads change emails, jobs and 
locations so often that it is hard to keep 
up with them. The Alumni Association is 
working with Harris Connect to produce 
the 75th anniversary edition of McNeese 
State University Alumni Today - a print 
directory scheduled for publication in 2014. 

The easiest and fastest way to track 
down an old school friend is through 
the Alumni Today publication, 
which will include up-to-date contact 
information. McNeese alumni will be 
able to reconnect with classmates 
and the publication will feature an 
introduction with full color photographs 
and a history of the University. The 
publication will also include a section 
for photos and memories from your 
days at McNeese. 

Over the next several months, you will 
receive postcards, emails or phone calls 
from our partner Harris Connect asking 
for updated contact information. We 
would appreciate your cooperation in 
updating your contact information. All 
updates are returned to the University so 
that our database remains current.

Harris Connect is only collecting 
information for the directory. Your 
information will not be released to any 
third parties. You decide whether or not 
your personal information is published in 
the directory and we ask that you make 
your wishes clear to the representative 
who calls you. The directory is a great way 
to stay connected to the McNeese family! 

Alumni have the option of adding infor-
mation to two sections of the directory: 

Through the Years Section - This section 
allows alumni to upload a photo to include 
in the publication. 

Class Year/Biographical Section - This 
section allows alumni to upload a “What’s 
Been Happening” personal essay of up to 
300 words or 1,600 characters. 

Alumni should be on the lookout for a 
yellow postcard or an email from Harris 
Connect starting mid-September.


